NEW MA PROJECT FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

REASONS FOR THE CHANGE

1. Why did the MA Project requirements change?
The primary reason why the MA Project requirements at TC Japan have changed is because the TC Japan curriculum is being brought into line with the TC NYcurriculum. At TC New York, students are required to write a paper about a topic relevant to language education that is constructed from doing secondary research (i.e., library research). TC Japan students will be required to do the same. Writing the MA Project will allow Teachers College to assess the extent to which you have developed the professional writing skills that are valued in the field.
2. Are the new MA Project requirements more difficult?
The new requirement is challenging because it will require you to read widely and to have a sound understanding of the issues surrounding your chosen topic. However, as the new project is a literature review, it can be prepared with secondary data; that is, you are not expected to collect your own data.
3. Why can’t I do my own research?
Opportunities to do your own action research projects will not be eliminated from the MA in TESOL program. Instead, they will be incorporated into other courses at TC Japan. For the MA Project, however, doing empirical research will no longer be a requirement.

QUESTIONS ABOUT SUBMISSION

4. What are the deadlines for the MA Project?
The MA Project can be submitted at two times in the year: the last Friday in September and the last Friday in January.
5. How long will it take to learn the results of my MA Project?
Results for the MA Project will be known 4 to 6 weeks after the submission deadlines. 

6. What are my chances of passing the MA Project without re-writing?
A strong majority of students, about 80%, pass the MA Project with their first submission and do not have to re-write. If you take advantage of opportunities to develop academic writing skills in your courses and of resources such as the Writing Center for support in the process of writing your project, you increase the likelihood of success.

7. What happens if I am asked to re-write my project? Do I have to do an entirely new project?
No, you will not have to do an entirely new project. A call to re-write your project means that the readers felt that there were serious enough problems in one or more areas of your project that they felt it could not be passed as is. You will receive feedback indicating what specific areas of your text need revision, and in what ways. You will then work with an advisor on the revision until these concerns are satisfied.

8. If I have to re-write, do I have to wait until the next deadline to re-submit?
No. You can resubmit at any time. If you work quickly on making revisions, you should still be able to graduate in February/May, if the project is your final requirement. The following deadlines exist for resubmitting in time for different graduation dates:

For February graduation: January 15th
For May Graduation: April 15th
For October Graduation: September 15th
WRITING THE MA PROJECT

9. Do I have to wait until I have completed all my courses to start writing my MA Project?
No. Many students have submitted successful MA Projects before completing all their courses. Indeed, it is the norm for students to submit their project before completing all their courses. However, most students wait until after completing Second Language Acquisition (SLA) because this course includes a writing project that provides valuable practice in writing a literature review.  
10. What exactly is a literature review? How does it relate to the MA Project?
According to Swales and Feak (2009), “[r]eference to prior literature is a defining feature of nearly all academic and research writing” (p. 2). The literature review is a genre of academic writing in which you tell your reader about prior research that is relevant to your area of interest. This will then enable you to show how your perspectives relate to previous research. The MA Project is literature review about a topic in TESOL where you can show that you can analyze a topic critically from various perspectives. It also gives you the chance to demonstrate your grasp of a particular area in TESOL and to support your assertions with evidence in the research literature, as well as concrete examples gained through your teaching and learning experiences (see the new MA Project guidelines handout).    

11. Approximately how many references are required?
It has been said that 20-25 references are an acceptable number of sources to read in order to prepare to write a literature review. However, it may not be wise to think of references in such a linear fashion. It is critical to read until you have acquired a comprehensive understanding of the issues relevant to your area of interest. You will know if you have enough references when you feel that you are not turning up anything new in the sources you find. If you find too few sources in a particular area, you may need to relate it to a broader area. 

12. How current must the MA Project’s references be?
It will be necessary to cite some sources that are more historical and seminal to the field. However, because the MA Project is supposed to reflect current knowledge, references should be weighted more towards current publications in the field. The MA Project’s references should reflect the current perspectives regarding your topic that may have been developed through recent research. 
13. What is the appropriate register for the literature review?  Can I use the first person?
The first person should be used sparingly since the MA Project is expected to be a paper written in formal, academic register. No slang, contractions or colloquial expressions are permitted. However, first person references may generally be used in the introduction as well as the discussions and conclusion of the paper.
14. Should I discuss personal experiences? 
Personal experiences are relevant and referring to them gives you the opportunity to support your assertions using concrete examples from your teaching and learning experiences. However, your paper should be objective, and it is not recommended to depend solely on your personal experiences in your discussions of your topic. Discussing personal experiences in the introduction lets readers know how you became interested in your topic. In the discussions and conclusions, you may explore ways in which you can apply aspects of your topic to your language teaching context.

15. Can I use a paper I wrote in another class?
A paper written in another class can be used as the basis for the argument you would like to make in your literature review. Ask the course instructor if the paper is appropriate to use as a springboard for the MA Project and consult with that person on how best to revise and expand it. The SLA class provides specific support in writing papers of this particular genre.

16. How can I make writing the MA Project less stressful?
Before you start writing, it is wise to read. The earlier you start reading in your grad school career, the less stressful it will be identifying a topic of interest. Please recall that the MA Projects are to be submitted early in the Spring Term (January/February) and in the Fall Term (September/October). So, it is prudent to plan accordingly so that you can complete the project in the months prior to submission. Starting the MA Project before the semester you plan to submit is a good idea. Also, preparing a planning schedule for yourself is helpful as well.
17. Where can I get help?
It is recommended that you schedule two appointments with your advisor to get started. Also, The TC Japan Writing Center is available to assist you at any stage of this process, from initial brainstorming up to final drafting. In addition, we strongly recommend that you get your peers to read your projects as well, so that you can gain a variety of perspectives about it. 
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